lamsoandworkwhounnweek. R

thchfleld reader wants to sell game

’Q ‘
I have perfected a new dice
1 feel can’t miss being a winner if I
could only get: some company to

manufacture it. Do you kunow o any -

company that might be interested in
acqt;mng new games 1o manuface
ture

Litchfleld, Minn.

that

A

Inventor/Designer Guide™ from th

' Toy Manufacturers of Ameri
5th Av,,:New York; N.Y. For faster
service, call the Toy Mmufmurers
at l-2l2—675-ll4l

The guide will tell you. bow 0 pro-

- ceed with your idea, including the
b‘e;ltemy o protect ;t from bemz
stolen.

Here are some of the questions in-
ventors should: ask themselves, ac-

- cording to-the gmde 18 your inven- -
tion unique? Will it sell? Is it cost

effecuve'IAnd is it legally prolected?

That last quuuon is_thé -one that
should be addressed first. You can
have a wonderful ides, but it- ‘won't

earn you & penny if someone steals it.
A book titled “The Inventor's Hand-

‘book™ might be useful to you, It
explains how 10 protect ‘your ideas
th;h _patents. our - written

hts. You can

order a copy of the handbook for $30.

by calling l-203-359-3500

" There are many unscrupulous com-

panies that prey on peodgle such as

yourself, who dream of developing a

new game of toy, So be careful before

youpiy:feelo;nyone. L

carning $16,000 a year. I want to
. retire in & few years. I invested in

1DS Financial Services™ mutual ﬁmds,

in 1987 ~ just before' the crash. 1
now have about $21,000, plus $7,000
in dividends that were reinvested.
The money is in a bond fund, a

utilities fund, a . strategic moosn ‘
n-

fund; something called the Extrs
come Fund and:some strate

nerships. 1 also have some silver and

gold coins. A lot of this money is tied

up in Individual Retirement Ac-
counts. | know some of my. invest-
ments are in junk bonds, but how do
1 fare with all of this?

Alleatown, Pa.

folio is in fixed-income investments,

i.c. bonds. Therefore, he thinks you

will have a hard time kecping up
with mﬂatton — when inflation re-

turns. And a4t of your investments -

- are in junk bonds.’

ile junk bonds have been doms

well of late, they probably -are too

" volatile for a person who intends to .

renremafewym
Kios

tedmique (Putting '8 regular,
amount of a1 invest-
ment at regular, unbroken. intervals),

Klosterman - belieyes you should-
move 23 percent of ¥our money into
international-
stocks and 135 percent that invest in.
. US. stocks. No-load funds are usual- -
. lythebatwaytoso .

funds - thet invest

An sdditional 25 percent :hould 80

into no-load funds that invest in for--

cign bonds, and 2 percent should be
placed in funds investina -in.-high-

You. should. set a .copy . of the “Toy‘ -
200 :

ic part-

TR Kioster.
speclﬁu of youtl?:uer‘ o
that about three-fourths of your port- - .-

) terman recommends ﬂm you-
- diversify. Using the dollar-cost aver-:

grade UsS. govemment and corporate
bonds.

The rest of your: money appears 10 be )
tied up in coins .or ‘in" partaerships
that cannat ‘be liquidated. Kloster-
man checked out the -partnerships -

that you mentioned in the léttér, and
‘they.appear 10 be. doma OK.:

But here is'a wamm from me: The
u. S stock marké& ist gh prioed and

: Wall Street ls expectmg an-economic

recovery .mor¢ powerful than will

. probably occur. Be careful if you in-

" vest in. U.S. stocks —
. dollar-cost average.

| a
. I'read your column more than a year

} - ago about Pan"Am stock and how it -
. -would ‘become. worthless. What is

“even if you

%'our feelmg on America West Air-
ines? Will it ‘éver get out of bank:

. “ruptcy? Wil ‘it survive! We :sure

would like to: buy: some America

| West stock, but we are hesitant.

Ab . )
1" hope you femamed hesxtam about
buying America West stock sirice you

‘wrowto meafewmohthugo

America Weu’i :umv:l and-or its

- ability to get out of bankruptcy
- doun}"t ndl?matm A:rlme: hr?ve a

tendency to survive in one form or
another.. And'if - the: economy 'im-

s

even prosper again.

But when any wmmy is. thrown
into ‘bankruptcy, creditors always
make out better than everyone else.
It’s the law:’

* For: mmnce, America West recently

said it plans to file a reorganization

"plan that would wipe out its common

ptefen'ed stock ‘and, in effect,

make its unsecured  creditors the

owners of the company that ¢émerges
frony, bankruptcy. This is referred to
asa debl-for-equxty swap, and it hnp-
pens all the time. .

A plan hke this stinks from.a stock
holder's' point-of view, but it is just . -

‘the way the system works. )
John Cndelc is a financisl eolumnlst

for the New York Post. His mailing
address is P.O. Box 610, l..incroft,
,N.J 07738 .

proves soon, America’ West could ) '
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